March 39, 2026, Steele County Commission Meeting

The Steele County Commission meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Richard Strand.
Commissioners Brandon Oxton, Perry Brown, Brandon Krueger, and Chris Grandalen, Auditor Jana Flaten,
and DES Ben Gates were present, along with State Attorney Charlie Stock and Matt Satrom.

Commissioner Brown moved to add two items to the agenda: a JDA support letter and the Hope County Shop.
Commissioner Krueger seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye.
The motion carried.

Park Board was convened at 8:16 am.
Steele County Commissioner Board reconvened at 8:35am.

Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the February minutes, seconded by Commissioner Krueger.
There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Matt Satrom gave an update on the road department: they are busy cleaning and organizing the shop. They
are also working on the bobcat bucket. Hope shop is getting fixed after the summer storm and is now
finished, and the bill is ready to be paid. They will be working on the installation of the gutters. Discussed
getting the fiber cables for the internet over at the shop. This will happen this spring, as it was approved last
year. A discussion was held about adding cameras inside and outside for safety concerns. Satrom/Gates will
get a quote for the cameras and will discuss the options with them.

Rick Czapiewski gave an update on the CAD system that runs all office operations and the vehicle computer.
Things are currently outdated, and with the purchase of CAD, everything will be updated and we'll be able to
use a single system instead of the multiple programs used now. The funds would come from the overweight
and 911 fund lines, and there is enough money to purchase the program and cover the yearly cost after that.
Commissioner Krueger made a motion to purchase CAD seconded by Grandalen. There was no further
discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Gates discussed getting the county website ADA-compliant. The new law states it needs to be done by April
of 2027. He is currently working on getting it done this year.

The Rural Health Transformation grant was discussed, including the accompanying rules and how it can be
used. Some things that can be bought from it are sirens, workout equipment, updated buildings (no new
builds), fire departments, and rural health. The state applied for federal funds but has not yet heard back.

Flaten discussed the 2025/26 transfers- Farm to Market and 5 mill no longer exist. So, each account will be
zero.

Farm 2 Market to Rd/bridge ($1,304,653.56) Make F2M zero.

Rd/bridge to 5 mil ($98.82) Make 5 mill zero.

County road and bridge to Capital Project ($15,660.00) make Capital Project Zero.

Road and bridge to the capital Rd and bridges ($1,304,653.56) excess money.

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 2025-26 transfers, seconded by Commissioner Krueger. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Megan Vig came to discuss the Annual Township Meeting at the Hope Legion on March 25 at noon.
Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Krueger will both be in attendance.

Flaten brought the Golden Lake Association raffle ticket applications to the board. Commissioner Grandalen
moved to approve the application. Seconded by Commissioner Oxton. There was no further discussion, and
all members voted aye. The motion carried.



Discussed the JDA letter of support that the JDA is looking for. The JDA would like an extension for the
Renaissance Zone for the city of Finley. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the letter of support for the
JDA commissioner. Grandalen seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted

aye. The motion carried.

Olson came to discuss making his office salaried and not hourly. Commissioner Brown would like to wait until
budget time to discuss any salary or pay. Other commissioners agree.

Clerk of Court pay from century code 27-05.5-02 was discussed, the options for the services the county clerk
provides. Commissioner Brown made a motion to enter into a funding agreement for the 2027-2029 biennium

to receive reimbursement for providing clerk service. Commissioner Oxton seconded this motion. There was
no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the bills, and Commissioner Grandalen seconded the mation. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Commissioner Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Krueger. There was no
further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:31 a.m.

Richard Strand- County Chairman Jana Flaten -County Auditor




