January 6, 2026, Steele County Commission Meeting

The Steele County Commission meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Richard Strand.
Commissioners Brandon Oxton, Perry Brown, Brandon Krueger, and Chris Grandalen, Auditor Jana Flaten,
and DES Ben Gates were present. Commissioner Brandon Oxton attended via Zoom.

Commissioner Brown made a motion to make one agenda additian, a JDA support letter. Commissioner
Krueger seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion
carried.

The Park Board meeting started at 8:17 am.
The Park Board adjourned at 8:23 am.

Commissioner Grandalen motioned to approve the December minutes, seconded by Commissioner Krueger.
There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the letter of support that the JDA was writing, seconded by
Commissioner Grandalen. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Gates presented a Sanford grant letter and sought support. Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve
the support for this letter, seconded by Commissioner Grandalen. There was no further discussion, and all
members voted aye. The motion carried.

Gates also discussed the Road Dept wages with Tim Nerby taking over as Road Supervisor. He would like to
see back pay from the time he started in December until now. It would be a difference of about $500.00. Also,
he would like to see a pay increase for him as well until a permanent supervisor is found. This new rate would
be Grade 18 step 9. Commissioner Grandalen made an amendment to approve the suggested back pay and
new rate for Nerby. Second by Commissioner Brown.

Stock will get an ad placed in the paper and will work with Gates to get it on social media.

Gates discussed paying out the extra vacation hours for the road crew, as some of them have extra hours that
go beyond the limit of carryover (80 hours). Commissioner Grandalen made a motion to pay the overage
vacation hours of Nerby, Keller and Rosenow. Commissioner Krueger seconded the motion. There was no
further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Gates went over the culvert bid: no change in rates, same as 2025. Commissioner Krueger made a motion to
accept the culvert bid, seconded by Brown. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The
motion carried.

Gates went over the first reading of the floodplain ordinance. Commissioner Grandalen accepted the first
reading of the ordinance, seconded by Brown. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye.
The motion carried.

Gates and Flaten discussed a summer intern to help with odd jobs throughout the courthouse. Much of the
job would involve scanning and organizing old documents. Looking for a high schooler for 10-20 hours a
week. Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the summer intern, seconded by Grandalen. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Stock will check the age regulations for this type of job.

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the bills, and Commissioner Grandalen seconded the motion. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.



Commissioner Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Krueger. There was no
further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 a.m.
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