February 3rd, 2026, Steele County Commission Meeting

The Steele County Commission meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Richard
Strand. Commissioners Brandon Oxton, Perry Brown, Brandon Krueger, Chris Grandalen, and DES
Ben Gates were present. State Attorney Charles Stock and Matt Satrom were present.
Commissioner Brandon Oxton attended via Zoom.

Commissioner Grandalen made a motion to approve the Jan Minutes. Commissioner Brown
seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion
carried.

Stock gave an overview of the new road superintendent. Matt Satrom will start on Feb 23™. He
has been working with the state DOT for over 10 years and is very excited to get into this new role
and to get to know everyone and Steele County.

Tim Nerby gave an update on the equipment/salt and will be moving Justin down to the Hope area,
as that is where he lives. The Hope shop construction is being done from this summer's storms,
and they will send an invoice soon,

Mike, with Interstate Engineering, went over projects that are planned out and the update of the
roads. Seal Coat on County Roads 8 and 5 will check the culvert and patchwork. Before sealing, he
will also check on the parking lot to chipseal and have that as an alternative in the bid. Bidding
letting for County Roads 8 and 5 and parking lot will be on March 27", Commissioner Krueger
made a motion to put County Roads 8 and 5, along with the Courthouse parking lot alternative,
out for bid, with an opening date of April 2". Commissioner Oxton seconded this motion. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Casey Olson brought a building permit to get approved. All fees and paperwork have been turned
in. Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the building permit, seconded by Grandalen.
There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Olson also discussed the old pickup and discussed putting it on closed bids along with a road
pickup. He also asked about moving from an hourly position to a salaried position. After 2.5 years
in the role, he would like to see this adjustment. Since he is frequently in and out of the office
reviewing properties, and with the upcoming tax equalization meetings, he feels more confident in
his understanding of the Tax Director's responsibilities. He believes transitioning to a salary would
benefit the county, as there would no longer be concerns about tracking hourly time when duties
extend beyond regular office hours. Strand asked to table this until next month and look at
numbers then.

Gates went through the 2™ reading of the floodplain. Commissioner Oxton made a motion to
accept the reading of the floodplain. Commissioner Grandalen seconded the motion. There was no
further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Stock and Flaten discussed the audit and the change order they have. The change in order is due
to the extra work with FEMA and the disaster money. Most of the change orders are for the Water
District. Stock will file a complaint on behalf of Steele County to get the number/hourly rate
approved before the work is done. As the work is already done without the county's approval or
knowledge. Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the change order seconded by
Commissioner Grandalen. There was no further discussion, and members voted aye, Krueger voted
nay. The motion carried.

Gates discussed the Radio System in the sheriffs' pickups. Unfortunately, the radio will not work
anymore with the switch over to the state and will need to be replaced. The funds will come out of
the sheriff's budget and will be done in the next few weeks at Stones in Grand Forks.



Commissioner Oxton moved to approve the bills, and Commissioner Grandalen seconded the
motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Commissioner Krueger moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Brown. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.
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