April 7th, 2026, Steele County Commission Meeting

The Steele County Commission meeting was called to order at 8:15 a.m. by Chairman Richard Strand.
Commissioners Brandon Oxton, Perry Brown and Brandon Krueger were present. Auditor Jana Flaten, DES
Ben Gates and Matt Satrom were also present, along with Commissioner Chris Grandalen and State Attorney
Charlie Stock via Zoom.

Commissioner Brown moved to add election inspector and Finley Township Cutvert to the agenda.
Commissioner Oxton seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The
motion carried.

Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the March minutes with these amendments- Oxton was
there in person, and the city shop will not be working an the installation of the gutters seconded by
Commissioner Oxton. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Park Board was convened at 8:16 am.
Steele County Commissioner Board reconvened at 8:25am.

Satrom gave out an updated gravel map and discussed the graveling schedule. There is about 34 miles to
gravel, and he would like to blade before spot graveling starts. He also talked about crack sealing and looking
at 25, 5 and 8. Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the graveling contract and seek bids,
seconded by Brown. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Discussion occurred about summer help and finding one more full-time road department person. Ben Gates
will get ads out. The guys worked fast and Steele County residents complimented them for the good snow
removal this past week.

Mike Bassingthweight with Interstate Engineering discussed seal coating 5 and 18 along with Golden Lake
entry road/parking and courthouse parking lot. The city of Hope asked if the county could send in an
alternative bid to do main street to save money as they are up in the area and the city will pay for it for. Mike
brought the 3 bids with, to go over and all bids have a deadline of Sept 1. Commissioner Brown made a
motion to approve the full bid with the city of Hope portion pending on what they approve at the next meeting.
Commissioner Krueger seconded the bid. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The
motion carried.

Gates brought the township road millage. Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the millage
seconded by Oxton. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Dennis Kubischta came to discuss a Hugo Twp culvert/road project they are currently working on. The culvert
replacement on 133" Ave is asking the county for a 50/50 cost share. It was discussed that if the county does
cost share the Twp will be responsible for the culvert 100% after the project is complete. There will be crews
up about 1mile away from the culvert so Dennis is hoping that they can do the culvert project when the crew
is up for the other project. Commissioner Brown would like to see bids for the culvert and discuss again once
the bids are in.

Finley TWP came to discuss the Bugsby Culvert. The culvert is rusted out and should be replaced and
increased in size. Discussion was had if the county or twp owns the culvert and should be taking care of it.
Flaten will look through old minutes and see if she can find if it was ever stated who owns the bridge after it
was replaced in the 80/90s. The commissioners would like a hydraulic study done on the bridge and would
like to meet again after thatis done.

Flaten discussed the County tour with NDACO- they will be here on April 14". Commissioner Strand and
Oxton will attend.



Flaten brought the Finley Improvement Association gaming license at Golden Lake and is looking for
approval. Commissioner Oxton made a amotion to approve the Golden Lake license for 2026-2027. Second,
by Commissioner Krueger. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.
Ben Gates discussed the Proxy Vote for the NERCIB. Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve the
proxy vote seconded by Commissioner Brown. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye.
The motion carried.

Commissioner Krueger made a motion to approve Flaten as the Election Inspector. Commissioner Brown
seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Jacobson Brothers lawn care sent in the summer lawn care quote. Commissioner Brown made a motion to
approve and hire Jacobson Brothers lawn care for the summer. Seconded by Commissioner Oxton. There was
no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Flaten brought the 2025 township ending balances to the commissioners and was looking for approval so she
can send it to the state office. Commissioner Brown made a motion to accept and approve the TWP 2025
ending balance. Second, by Commissioner Krueger. There was no further discussion, and all members voted
aye. The motion carried.

Beckman came to discuss the log cabin and the roof that needs to be worked on. He is calling a few
contractors and looking to get quotes. Hope to have more of an idea of what and how much needs to be fixed.

He will report back at the May meeting.

Commissioner Oxton moved to approve the bills, and Commissioner Krueger seconded the motion. There
was no further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

Commissioner Brown moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Oxton. There was no
further discussion, and all members voted aye. The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:27 a.m.
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